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THE CITY OF WEST PARK  

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES  

JUNE 1, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The Regular Meeting of the City Commission of the City of West Park was held in the 

Commission Chamber, 1965 South State Road 7, West Park, Florida on Wednesday, June 1, 2016. 

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

2.  ROLL CALL  

The city clerk called the roll. The following were present: Mayor Eric Jones, Vice Mayor Mack, 

and Commissioners Thomas Dorsett, Brian Johnson, and Kristine Judeikis.   

Also present were: W. Ajibola Balogun, City Manager; Burnadette Norris-Weeks, City Attorney; 

Christopher Wallace, Finance Director; Lavelle Jenrette, Assistant to the City Manager; Carol Aubrun, 

Programs and Services Manager; Dan Millien, Public Works Superintendent; Chief Danzell Brooks, 

Police Department; Chief Michael Kane, Fire Department; Matine Jou, Planning Department; Maritza 

Prebal, Supervisor of Administrative Services; Gia Lagana, Administrative Assistant; and Alexandra 

Grant, City Clerk.    

3. INVOCAT ION  

Mayor Jones led everyone present in the invocation. 

 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Jones led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

RECESS CITY COMMISSION MEETING  AND CONVENE THE TWIN LAKES 

WATER CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD MEETING  [CITY COMMISSION SITTING AS THE 

TWIN LAKES WATER CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD] 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Johnson, and seconded by Vice Mayor Mack, to 

recess the Regular Commission Meeting and convene the Twin Lakes Water Control District 

Board Meeting. 

Mayor Jones asked for a roll call vote. In a roll call vote, all voted in favor. 

 

5. RECONVENE CITY COMMISSION MEETING  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Judeikis, and seconded by Vice Mayor Mack, to 

reconvene the Regular Commission Meeting. 

Mayor Jones asked for a roll call vote. In a rol l call vote, all voted in favor. 
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6. PRESENTATIONS  

 

¶ Commendation: Ann Zucker, Broward Sheriffôs Office Fire Department  
 

Mayor Jones presented a Commendation to Ann Zucker of the Broward Sheriffôs Office Fire 

Department in recognition of her dedication and service to the City and community. Ms. Zucker 

accepted the Commendation. 

 

¶ Commendation: John Charles Alexander Ivey  

 

Mayor Jones presented a Commendation to student John Ivey for his academic accomplishments 

in graduating high school and matriculating to Florida Memorial College. Mr. Ivey accepted the 

Commendation. 

 

¶ Presentation: Hurricane Preparedness 2016 ï Miguel Ascarrunz, Broward 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 

 

Mr. Miguel Ascarrunz of the Broward Emergency Operations Center gave a brief 

presentation on preparedness for the 2016 hurricane season. 

Commissioner Johnson asked whether the County was making any plans to collaborate with 

cities to access disaster relief funds, so there is a process in place to help seniors with catastrophic 

damage to their homes. 

Mr. Ascarrunz said there is limited funding and spoke of the Countyôs collaboration with 

nonprofit community partners and the federal government as possible avenues for such funding. 

Mr. Ascarrunz said residents may call the 2-1-1 information referral hotline for various 

services for countywide which may include financial assistance, and also 3-1-1. 

Commissioner Judeikis voiced concern that the CERT program was not in place anymore. 

Mr. Ascarrunz said larger municipalities tended to use their fire departments to conduct this training for 

residents. He said it was one of his goals to develop this program. Mr. Balogun said the City had a sign 

up list years ago; however the numbers were low and it was eventually turned over to the fire 

department. He said the City could continue working on this but added that in the event of a catastrophe 

other groups would step in to help. Mr. Ascarrunz added that there was funding available from the 

Urban Area Security Initiative and suggested looking into this. 

Commissioner Dorsett asked why Watkins Elementary School was not being used as a 

shelter. Mr. Ascarrunz deferred to Ms. Lottie Brown of the Broward EOC, who was also present. Ms. 

Brown said generally the School Board determines which schools met the qualifications to serve as 

shelters. She said she could research this further and provide a response. 

Mr. Ascarrunz announced the Eye of the Storm event in collaboration with FIU and the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management which would be held on Saturday, June 4, 2016 at the 

Museum of Discovery and Science, downtown Fort Lauderdale, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. which 

would include various presentations for hurricane season. 

Vice Mayor Mack asked Ms. Brown to inform the School Board that there was a trailer park 

in the City as this might help secure Watkins Elementary School as a possible shelter.  

Ms. Brown said she was not sure if the school was built to hurricane code standards. 
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¶ Presentation: State Road 7 Multimodal Improvements Corridor Study - 

Metropolitan Planning Organization 

 

Mr. Demian Miller, Tindale Oliver Project Manager, gave a presentation on the progress of 

the Broward Metropolitan Planning Organizationôs State Road 7 multimodal improvements corridor 

study. 

Mr. Balogun stated that during the meeting with Mr. Miller and the MPO representatives, it 

was stressed that the City did not want much inconvenience to residents. He said more collaboration 

would take place and Staff would present a resolution in the future.  

 

7.  OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS COMMISSION  

 

  Mayor Jones opened the Public Comments portion of the meeting. 

  As no one spoke, Mayor Jones closed the Public Comments portion of the meeting. 

 

9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

1. May 4, 2016 ï Regular Meeting  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Judeikis, and seconded by Vice Mayor Mack, to 

approve the May 4, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Mayor Jones asked for a roll call vote. In a roll call vote, all voted in favor. 

 

10. RESOLUTIONS ï CONSENT ITEMS  

 

Mr. Balogun pulled Item 8 from the Consent Agenda and said he would bring this back on 

a future agenda. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Judeikis, and seconded by Commissioner Johnson, 

to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of Item 8. 

Mayor Jones asked for a roll call vote. In a roll call vote, all voted in favor and the 

following actions were taken: 

   

1.      ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-52: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING BIDS 

FOR HURRICANE DEBRIS CLEARING/REMOVAL SERVICES FROM 

VARIOUS VENDORS IN RESPONSE TO THE CITY OF WEST PARKôS BID 

NO. 16-0517; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

WEST PARK AND SELECTED VENDORS; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

2. ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-53: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, SCHEDULING A 

SPECIAL MEETING FOR JUNE 29, 2016 FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE 
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FISCAL YEAR 2015 AUDIT REPORT; AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

ADMINISTRATOR TO TAKE NECESSARY AND EXPEDIENT ACTION; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

3. ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-54: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF WEST PARK 

AND APPETITES, INC., FOR THE PROVISION OF VENDED MEALS 

RELATED TO THE CITYôS ñCAMP B.R.A.V.E.R.Y.ò SUMMER PROGRAM; 

PROVIDING FOR ALLOCATION OF FUNDS; PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

4. ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-55: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE 

EXECUTION OF THE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF WEST PARK AND THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 

OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES (DACS) FOR THE 

PROVISION OF MEALS AS A PART OF THE ñCAMP B.R.A.V.E.R.Y.ò 

SUMMER PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
5. ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-56: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, REAPPOINTING 

TWO (2) MEMBERS TO THE BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

   

6. ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-57: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, REAPPOINTING 

ONE (1) MEMBER TO THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE; 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

7. ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2016-58: A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST PARK, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO REQUEST THE BROWARD SHERIFFôS 

OFFICE TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR THE 2016 FISCAL YEAR 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES HIRING PROGRAM FOR 

THE HIRING OF ONE (1) ADDITIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT DEPUTY 

WITHIN THE CITY OF WEST PARK; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE 

 

11. CITY MANAGERôS REPORT ï W. Ajibola Balogun 

   

A. Status/Updates: 

  

i. Notice of Municipal Election 
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Mr. Balogun announced that the Notice of Municipal Election was advertised in 

the newspaper and on the Cityôs website and advised that the qualifying period was 

Monday, June 20, 2016 at noon to Friday, June 24, 2016 at noon. 

 

ii.  Broward County Property Appraiserôs 2016 Estimate of Taxable Values 

 

Mr. Balogun announced that the Broward County Property Appraiser (BCPA) had 

provided the 2016 Estimate of Taxable Values report. He stated that West Park was reported 

fourth in the County for property value increases, and commended the Commission and 

Staff for this.  

 

iii.  Cultural Center Grant Applicatio n to the Florida Department of State 

 

Mr. Balogun gave a brief PowerPoint presentation highlighting conceptual design 

plans for the proposed cultural center at McTyre Park, which were included with the 2016 

Cultural Center Grant application being submitted to the Florida Department of State. 

 

(Supplemental materials were distributed for this item and are filed with the 

records of this meeting.) 

 

iv. FY 15 Financial Statement Audit Presentation Rescheduling   

 

Mr. Balogun stated that a special meeting would be held on Wednesday, June 29, 

2016 at 6 p.m. to consider the Audit presentation. He also asked the Commission members 

to inform staff of their preferred date and time for one on one meeting to review the audit 

presentation. 

 

v. Fatherôs Day Event 

 

Mr. Cesar Garcia announced that the annual Fatherôs Day Event was scheduled 

for 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at McTyre Park. 

 

vi. Free Fresh Foods Giveaway Program  

 

Mr. Garcia announced that the next Free Fresh Foods Giveaway was scheduled 

for 10:00 a.m. at Mary Saunders Park. 

Mr. Balogun announced that he would be attending the Florida City Managers 

Association Conference the following two days. 
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12. NEW BUSINESS 

 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS   

 

1. Chamber of Commerce  

 

Commissioner Dorsett said he requested this item on the Agenda because he felt the 

City needed some guidance on how to proceed with regard to establishing a Chamber of 

Commerce. He said he had invited Mr. Bernard Jennings of the Biscayne Gardens Chamber of 

Commerce to share some information on this topic. 

Mr. Bernard Jennings, president of the Biscayne Gardens Chamber of Commerce, 

spoke of his experience establishing the Chamber and offered suggestions for moving forward 

with this in West Park.  

  Mr. Balogun stressed that this presentation was only being given as information on 

how a Chamber was established elsewhere. 

 Commissioner Johnson said he had invited Mr. Henry Rose, of the Miramar/Pembroke 

Pines Chamber of Commerce to address the Commission. He stated that the 

Miramar/Pembroke Pines Chamber has been erroneously portrayed as a failed Chamber. 

Mr. Rose, president of the Miramar/Pembroke Park Chamber of Commerce stated that 

the Chamber had temporarily founded the Pembroke Park/West Park Chamber of Commerce. 

He spoke of the background of the Chamber and said they have started making efforts in 

Pembroke Park and West Park and stressed they were not asking the City for any money. 

 Commissioner Dorsett stated that past attempts to set up a West Park Chamber had 

been unsuccessful; however, if businesses wanted to join heôd be interested in showing support 

and said he wanted to know how to move forward. 

 Mr. Rose said at this time the Chamber was only looking for moral support from the 

City. 

 Vice Mayor Mack asked about the purpose of Mr. Roseôs presentation. Mr. Rose 

replied that he was only providing information.   

Commissioner Johnson voiced support for the Chamber and suggested that the 

Commission accept that it existed and was moving forward and has demonstrated a 

commitment to ensuring that West Park businesses receive what they need from the Chamber. 

 

(Supplemental materials were distributed for this item and are filed with the records of 

this meeting.) 

 

2. Charter Review Committee 

 

Commissioner Judeikis requested a status update on the Charter Review Committee. Mr. 

Balogun stated that per the Charter, Commission members were required to appoint members at 

least once every four years; however Commission members may appoint members at any time. 

He spoke of the need for the advisory committee members to get solid direction and guidance. 

Discussion ensued further on this topic. 

 

 




